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Course Description

This course introduces performance studies and provides the analytical and
methodological tools necessary for research on the ways various
performance practices constitute public spaces. It introduces the concept of
performance understood as an embodying practice, including everyday
performances (self-representations, individual activities, daily interactions),
civic performances (speech acts, protests, social movements), and artistic
performances (theatre, dance, music, artivism), and the concept of public
space, including a smooth public space (a space of peace, harmony,
consensus) and a striated public space (a space of confrontation,
disharmony, dissensus). The course studies how different performances are
constructed, how they constitute public spaces, and, consequently, how
they produce social, political, and cultural effects. In providing insight into
various performance practices, performance theory, political theory, and art
studies, this course appeals to students interested in developing the
theoretical tools necessary for the study of the significance of performance
practices in shaping public actions, discourses, representations, and
opinions. Through a combination of close reading of texts, lectures,
discussions, video projections and assignments, the course analyzes
selected performances both in group and individually. Reflective discussions
about selected texts and performances are designed to maximize student
input and participation. Equipped with analytical skills, students learn to
assess how performances can challenge and reshape public space.
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