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Course Description

This course builds students’ understanding of the causal mechanics
underlying conflicts across a variety of settings and periods, the character of
the violence in these conflicts, and the prospects for resolution. Drawing on
major theoretical approaches to the explanation of violence, students apply
these theoretical frameworks to an empirical examination of political
violence in a range of periods and settings, including Rwanda, Sri Lanka,
Syria, Ireland, Sierra Leone, and others. Students explore how and to what
extent the major approaches in the scholarship explain the reality of conflict
in different regional, cultural, and historical contexts.
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