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Course Description

This course deploys literary-critical thinking and attention to literary forms in
order to interrogate the narrative of the ‘raw material’, and the histories that
have emerged from it. From vital materialist accounts of the agencies and
powers of nonhuman things, to Marxist analyses of the hidden labor that
produces the ‘raw’ material before it can even be said to exist, students
consider the ways in which the Victorian invention of raw materiality
contributed to violence, environmental destruction, and ideologies of
domination over the earth and its species.
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