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Course Description

This course provides an overview of the military conflicts that began with
the Nazi invasion of Poland in September 1939 and ended with Germany’s
unconditional surrender in May 1945. But it is not a military history course in
the narrow sense. It instead focuses on the European population’s
experience of the war and its legacies for post-war European societies. The
course looks closely at the Nazi policies that played a decisive role in
shaping both the unfolding of the military conflict and the fate of civilian
populations that came under extended periods of German rule, as well as
the visions of the Western Allies and the Soviet Union that jointly shaped the
post-war order. 
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