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Course Description

This course introduces the study of human development through the life-
course. It considers biological, psychological, and social domains of concern,
viewing development as a product of genetic maturational, self-directed,
and social factors. A psychosocial perspective provides the orienting
framework for the course, emphasizing the continuous interaction of person
and social environment. The framework helps students identify essential
tasks, concerns, and sources of vulnerability and resilience in development
and functioning through the life course.

The course encompasses a range of perspectives, drawing on recent lines of
inquiry in neuroscience and neuropsychology; psychodynamic, behavioral,
cognitive, and social learning theories; ecological models; stress and coping
studies; and concepts of culture, race, and ethnicity related to growth and
behavior. Lecture and discussion seek to bridge theoretical perspectives,
social policy considerations, and direct practice issues with particular
attention to diverse and vulnerable populations.
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