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Course Description

While questioning the relevance of the concept of the "Iranian world," this
course provides fundamental knowledge in the political sociology of
contemporary Iran and Afghanistan, from a comparative perspective. The
course considers together the political, economic, and cultural
developments of these two states over a long period, from the fall of Isfahan
in 1722, under the blows of an Afghan invasion, to the fall of Kabul in 2021,
via the Anglo-Persian war of Herat in 1856-1857 and the concomitant
upheavals of 1978 and 1979. Methods of comparative politics are combined
with those of connected history to better understand the "Iranian world" as a
whole, as well as each of its two major components, highlighting their
differences as much as their similarities. The comparative study of Islamic
currents of thought in the two countries forms an important part of this
course. This includes a focus on the Arab world, as well as the Indian
subcontinent. Finally, while the course focuses on Iran and Afghanistan, it
also includes Tajikistan, the only other state where Persian is the official
language. The course includes a visit to the Guimet Museum.
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