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Course Description

This course studies a range of key historical problems and conceptual
questions relating to the colonial and postcolonial experience. Focus is
placed on the characteristics of capitalism, imperialism, and modernity, and
students also examine the making of the modern world. Students gain an
overview of European expansion, the slave economy, the development of
wage labor, industrial growth, imperialism, creation of the modern state,
genocide, development, anti-colonialism, and the creation of the “third
world.” Students are exposed to a long-term, historical view within which
the material of subsequent development studies courses may be usefully
contextualized. Assessment is based fully on a final essay.
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