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Course Description

This course surveys the formation and development of Islam and its position
and characteristics in the modern world. Divided into five thematic units, the
course will cover:

1) Origins of Islam and the figure of the Prophet Muhammad,;

2) Islamic authoritative texts - the Qur’an and the Sunnah of the Prophet
Muhammad,;

3) Various dimensions of classical Islam, including law and ritual practices;

4) Alternative visions of Islam, in particular the Sht‘ite and the Sufi
interpretations of Islam, and

5) Modern developments in Islam.
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