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Course Description

This course is about political, social, cultural, and economic change in the
Benelux-countries (Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg) from the
inter-war period to the present. Among the themes covered are the crisis of
democracy in the 1930s; collaboration, resistance and accommodation
during the German occupation of World War II; decolonization; Dutch,
Belgian, and Luxembourgian post-war politics; the Cold War and European
integration; development of the modern welfare state; cultural revolution
and new social movements in the 1960s; linguistic and inter-communal
tensions and federalization of Belgium; immigration, the polder-model, the
"crisis of multiculturalism," and the recent rise of populism in the
Netherlands.
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