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Course Description

Celtic languages are presently spoken in Scotland, Wales, Ireland, on the
Isle of Man, in Cornwall and in Brittany, as well as in a small number of
diasporic communities. This course explores the emergence of these Celtic
speech communities into the historical record in the Middle Ages, the social,
political and cultural forces which have shaped their development, and their
current prospects for survival. The impact of the development of central
state authorities, the protestant Reformation, wider British and French
politics, the Enlightenment, Romanticism, the emergence of the modern
nation-state, contemporary minority discourses will be considered. Literary
and other sources in the various Celtic languages (in translation) will be
used to explore these themes. While the focus will be sociolinguistic and
literary, linguistic characteristics of the languages will be referred to from
time to time.
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