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Course Description

The course introduces students to the extraordinary variety of Irish literature
produced during the 20th century.  Students study major writers such as
James Joyce, W.B Yeats, J.M Synge, Elizabeth Bowen and Seamus Heaney,
and place their work in the context of a period that included such traumatic
events as colonial occupation, a war of independence, partition, civil war,
and a protracted period of social violence in Northern Ireland. The course is
organized thematically around significant events, cultural movements and
social phenomena. No prior knowledge of Irish literature or history is
assumed.  
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