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Course Description

This course explores the processes through which we come to experience
our body as sexed, gendered, and sexualized, and situates them in
particular political and economic contexts at specific historical moments. We
take the “body” as a focal site through which power is exercised and
subverted. Rather than viewing the body as what is “naturally” given, we
examine how bodies are constantly made and remade through knowledge
practices and political struggles. Drawing on the theories and methods
developed in cultural anthropology, feminist and queer theories, and
feminist STS (science and technology studies), we ask how the ideologies of
normativity and productivity are built into seemingly “natural” bodies. We
consider debates about reproduction, sciences of sex/gender/ sexuality, and
experiences of illness that allow us to ask how bodies come to matter.
Students develop the ability to critically analyze diverse materials ranging
from pop culture to scientific literature that contribute to shaping the body
as sexed, gendered, and sexualized; Students apply theories and methods
from cultural anthropology, feminist and queer studies, and feminist science
and technology studies (STS) to explore how power dynamics operate in the
(re)construction of bodies; and Students enhance their ability to effectively
communicate and collaborate with people from diverse
backgrounds—through active participation in group discussions, projects,
and interactive learning activities.
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