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Course Description

This undergraduate lecture course is designed to survey major topics of the
international relations of the People’s Republic of China with a specific focus
on Chinese perspective. With a brief introduction of major theoretical
perspective on foreign policy studies, the main body of the course is
organized around special topics of Chinese foreign policies, including the
Chinese historical legacy and its impact on China’s foreign policy,
nationalism and public opinion in contemporary China, mechanism of
China’s foreign-policy decision-making, leaders and their styles, China’s
attitudes towards global governance, the economic dimension of China’s
interactions with the outside world, public diplomacy and China’s soft power
and China’s policy towards peripheral countries, (in particular, the Northeast
Asia and the South China Sea). This course pays attention to the application
of different international relations theories to the problems under study. The
course aims to acquaint students with knowledge of China’s involvement in
world affairs in historical and contemporary perspectives and train them
with an analytical understanding of the dynamics of China’s foreign policy.
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