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Course Description

This course studies the development processes of Chinese society from the
late nineteenth century until the present time broadly from a social science
perspective. The course provides factual knowledge of Chinese society and
a critical assessment of current academic literature on China, based on
which some students may develop their own research interests. This is a
seminar course for reading and discussing scholarly works on development
processes of Chinese society. In addition to serving the purpose of a survey
course, special efforts are made to provide thematic discussion of some
major issues actively pursued in China studies. Students will be led to read a
set of the English-language publications in refereed journals and books in
the field. These publications are by large based on statistical analyses of
survey and non-survey data in addressing questions of theoretical
significance to the analysis of China's class transformation, socio-economic
inequalities, mobility patterns, economic development and social problems
among others.
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