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Course Description

This course examines the history of European Jewry from the late eighteenth
century until the eve of WW2. During this period ancient traditions met the
modern forces of enlightenment and emancipation, industrialization,
democratization and nation building. External pressures provoked profound
internal responses as the challenges and opportunities of modernity
radically reshaped Jewish thought and life. Students will develop an
understanding of the intricacy of relations between Jews and non-Jews and
an appreciation of the mosaic of European Jewish life destroyed during the
Holocaust.
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