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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor.
The course studies contemporary forms of terrorism, its definitions and
origins, as well as its objectives, functions, and forms, with a particular focus
on counterterrorism measures implemented both by individual states and
the international community. It approaches classic and current scholarship
on terrorism and counterterrorism and explores many of the research
puzzles that remain unanswered. Underpinned by the existing debates
among scholars of terrorism, ranging from mainstream to critical
perspectives, the course examines the spectrum of terrorist motivations,
strategies, and operations; the socio-political, economic, and other factors
and causes that can create enabling environments for terrorist group
activities; and finally, the means by which governments (especially liberal
democratic states) react to contemporary forms of terrorist violence in
different regions of the world. Classes are enriched by guest lectures who
present case studies and focus on specific geopolitical spaces that are of
critical relevance for current and future trends and scenarios on terrorism
and counterterrorism. This comparative analysis develops a complex
understanding of historical trends, meanings, contemporary dilemmas, and
challenges related to this form of political violence.
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