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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor.
The course provides knowledge of the multilateral trade system (the WTO
system) and international investment law. The course teaches the ability to
recognize the interests underlying those rules and legal instruments to
enforce them, especially through the dynamics of argumentation emerging
from international litigation. The course contains: an overview of the WTO
system; the dispute settlement mechanism of the WTO; the most favored
nation clause; the national treatment principle; GATT Article XX trade & non-
trade values; the WTO TBT Agreement; the precautionary principle and the
SPS Agreement; the New Government Procurement Agreement; the General
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS); the Trade-Related Intellectual
Property Rights Agreement (TRIPs); China in the WTO; DSM the cases
concerning natural resources; WTO and climate change; WTO and energy;
the new generation of EU Free Trade agreements; principles of non
discrimination and of fair and equitable treatment; direct and indirect
expropriation; interpretation and application of investment treaties;
investment dispute settlement mechanisms; transparency in investment
arbitration proceedings; investment and sustainability issues; and protection
of foreign investment, environmental, and human rights protection. For
students who have not previously attended a course on International Law, it
is advised to read Jan Klabbers, Cambridge University Press, 2020.
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