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Course Description

The topics for this course differ each term. In spring 2024, this course has a
special focus on The Origin and Development of Political Psychology: From
Plato to Martha Nussbaum. Political Philosophy is conceived as the
application of philosophical investigation to politics and thus as a study of
the contribution that philosophy may give to political practice. This implies
both a clarification of the terms used in our everyday political vocabulary
and an attempt at designing models of a just society. The course provides
the following: a) notions on methodology in historical investigation; b) the
ability to analytically read a text while at the same time situating it into the
historical and linguistic context of the age; c) knowledge of the perennial
tasks of political philosophy; d) an introduction to political realism. The
course is devoted to the examination of the origin and development of
political psychology. It starts with Plato's notion of the tripartite soul and
arrives to the role of emotions in Martha Nussbaum's thought. The first part
is devoted to a clarification of the notion of 'political philosophy' and to an
account of the methodology in the history of political thought.
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