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Course Description

Borders within and surrounding Europe have moved repeatedly throughout
history, but rarely so frequently or so violently as during the 20th century.
This class examines how processes of bordering and de-bordering since the
First World War have shaped European states and peoples. It explores
notions of territoriality, the construction and dismantling of borders,
migration and forced migration, subversive social practices and ambiguous
identities in borderlands. Case studies covered in class and in further
readings focus primarily on East-Central Europe, including the former
Austro-Hungarian and Russian empires, German-Polish borderlands, divided
Cold War Germany, and the European Union.
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