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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor.
The course focuses on the concepts, methods, procedures and techniques
concerning the archaeological research on the landscape. The main
keywords, sources, issues, and approaches to the discipline will be
presented and discussed, with particular attention to the most recent
experiences in the Mediterranean area. From the first pioneering projects,
the principal stages of the evolution of the subject matter will be presented,
introducing the most innovative lines of research and future perspectives.
The three main objectives of the contemporary discipline will be addressed:
reconstruction of the landscapes of the past, proactive conservation of the
contemporary landscape, public and social dissemination of knowledge. A
special emphasis is given to non-invasive methods of exploration and
mapping of subsoil and landscape, such as field walking surveys, remote
sensing techniques, aerial photography and geophysical prospections. In all
cases, methods and practices are considered in relation to different
environmental, topographical, and archaeological conditions and problems.
By the end of the course students understand and contextualize the
approaches to the study of landscape in archaeology; know the main
sources, the methods, tools and strategies applicable to the different
contexts and scales of analysis; display awareness of the multidisciplinary
nature of the subject, the importance of dialogue with subsidiary sciences
and specialists in the study of landscape, and the various entities
responsible for protecting, planning and managing the territory; have an
updated understanding of the evolution of the discipline and of the current
international scientific debate; have a global and critical approach to the
study of the ancient landscape, attentive to both geographical, natural and
anthropic aspects, whilst maintaining archaeological and historical research
problems in central place; be versed in the main diagnostic non-invasive
survey methods and know how to choose the most appropriate ones
according to variables in the environmental and cultural context; and
participate in debates on the contribution of information sources and
methods of investigation and diagnosis.
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