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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor.
The course's main emphasis is on cultural heritage; it offers a bridge
between the past and the future by means of the present. The course
investigates the formation of the concept of cultural heritage in historical
perspective and the European geographical spectrum. It also dwells on the
cases of destruction of cultural heritage occurring throughout history.
Starting from the shaping of urban landscapes through the ages, the course
also addresses the heritage values of urban space, which are overall values
derived from the integration of different components. The course provides:
an understanding of the significance of urban environments through the
transformations that occurred over time in relation to various political and
institutional phases; a comparative view between Italian and European cities
through specific examples; an ability to use sources such as aerial photos of
urban settlements to identify the stages of their development from antiquity
to the present; and recognition of the reasons for the shaping of Europe's
cultural heritage and in particular its historical urban landscape.
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