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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor.
The course provides a high awareness of the specific nature of literary
language both as a way through which the imaginary finds expression and
as an instrument to interpret reality. Students must master interpretive
tools and methodologies for text analysis. This course shows how to explore
and investigate literary forms and themes in a comparative perspective,
with a special focus on the relationships between different national tradition
and different cultural/historical contexts, as well as the relationships
between literary texts and other semiotic systems of expression (music,
cinema, performance, theatre and so on). The course provides the capacity
for autonomous reflection and formulating autonomous judgments on
theoretical and methodological issues. In spring 2024, the course focused on
objects in 19th century fiction: between realism and the fantastic. The
course investigates the forms in which these phenomena manifest
themselves, particularly in two fundamental modes of representation that
face one another through the whole 19th century: realism and the fantastic.
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