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Course Description

This course focuses on the key issues in contemporary international
relations., with the goal of learning the concepts and theories of IR useful to
making sense of contemporary debates and developments in international
politics. Focus is on the study of current events and the recent history that
has shaped the international system, with specific attention devoted to
foreign policy stances of big powers (the United States, China, and Russia),
and to two topical international actors (the European Union and the United
Nations). The second part of the course studies big trends and on-going
international crises, including the rise of the Global South, the Ukraine War,
and the Israel-Hamas conflict. This is followed by exploration of the four
"Global challenges": energy security and climate change; migration; Africa's
development; and digitalization and cybersecurity. 
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