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Course Description

By focusing on the “economy and business” and “music and advertisement”
of Post World War Il United States, this course contextualizes the characters
and strengths of American capitalist development. Two consecutive sessions
on each of the two topics alternate throughout the semester.

The section on “Economy and Business” will explore how the American
economy expanded and its businesses succeeded in the post-WWII period
despite facing serious setbacks and crises. The course discusses major
political and social developments chronologically and the economic impact it
had both on the domestic front and abroad. The goal is for the students to
foster a long-term perspective on American economic development and how
it has shaped and continue to affect current affairs.

The aim of the "Music and Advertising" section is to understand how the
advertising industry had utilized music to sell goods between 1950 and
1990. Music has always played an important role in advertising, which has
been undoubtedly an essential element of capitalism. The class focuses on
the question of how commercials have been fashioned not only to sell goods
and services, but also to inculcate listeners and viewers into their roles as
consumers.
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