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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enroliment is by permission of the instructor.
This course studies the economics of competition and antitrust, with a
special focus on financial and banking markets. The course covers how to
define the relevant markets, how to measure the market power of agents,
and the degree of market concentration. The course then introduces major
antitrust violations and the typical measures taken to stop competition-
harming behavior (from price fixing to abuse of dominance). The course
considers antitrust implications of network interconnectedness in different
segments of financial markets (included payment systems). The economic
analysis of merger regulation is also examined. At the end of the course, the
student knows how to apply the most important economic models to
antitrust cases, and knows how to use rigorous models in the analysis of
competition policy issues. Topics covered in this course include: Introduction
to competition policy: definition, history, and the law; Market power and
Welfare; Market definition and the assessment of market power; Art 101
TFEU : Collusion and Horizontal Agreements; Horizontal mergers; Vertical
mergers; and Predation, monopolization, and other abusive practices.
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