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Course Description

After decades of division and the restoration of urban normality after 1990,
Berlin is in a situation that makes it sensible and exciting to take a look back
at the “Golden Times” of the 1920s and compare them with the questions
and problems of today's situation. With the founding of the Weimar Republic
in 1918, the political framework conditions were in place to reorganize the
Berlin area. The city of Berlin in its current area was created on October 1,
1920 with the “Greater Berlin Law”, which brought about the merger with 7
other cities, 59 rural communities and 27 manor districts. After this merger,
Berlin developed into a metropolis in the 1920s that is still considered a
symbol of modernity today. The 1920s were only “golden” for a few, but
against the background of the size and anonymity of the megacity and the
freedoms guaranteed by the new republic, the 1920s appeared to be a time
of experiments, attractions and the fascination for the new. What problems
had to be overcome back then and what solution strategies were tested and
implemented? And what ideas about the future of Berlin were developed
back then? Against the background outlined and in a comparative
perspective, the seminar will deal with questions of local administration,
economy and work, housing, transport and infrastructure and, in two main
areas, with questions about population and migration as well as the offers of
culture and cultural workers. Excursions in the city area and visits to
museums/exhibitions are planned for the areas listed. 
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