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Course Description

The death of the Prophet and his succession gave rise to two different and
sometimes rival conceptions of religious authority and political power in
Islam. The historical perspective enables us to understand the changing
relationships, reconfigurations, and contemporary dynamics in the Middle
East. This course, based on a multidisciplinary approach, examines the
impact of relations between Sunnis and Shiites on the geopolitics of the
Middle East, and the extent to which they are also shaped by regional
geopolitics. As these divisions are part of specific political and regional
contexts, it is necessary to go beyond a strictly confessional reading of
regional geopolitical issues. This course develops critical thinking skills, as
well as the capacity for analysis and reflection, in order to shed light on the
multidimensional dimension of these interactions.

The death of the Prophet and his succession gave rise to two different and
sometimes rival conceptions of religious authority and political power in
Islam. The historical perspective will enable us to understand the changing
relationships, reconfigurations and contemporary dynamics in the Middle
East. The aim of this course, based on a multidisciplinary approach, is to
understand the impact of relations between Sunnis and Shiites on the
geopolitics of the Middle East, but also to grasp the extent to which they are
also shaped by regional geopolitics. As these divisions are part of specific
political and regional contexts, it is necessary to go beyond a strictly
confessional reading of regional geopolitical issues. This study will enable
students to develop their critical thinking skills, as well as their capacity for
analysis and reflection, in order to shed light on the multidimensional
dimension of these interactions.
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