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Course Description

This course examines the theoretical and practical issues surrounding peace
and conflict studies. It begins by exploring the range of different
understandings of the roots of violence and the contemporary
manifestations of conflict. It  then examines the key actors in conflicts such
as elites, constituencies, civil society, soldiers, mercenaries, spoilers and
outside actors. Turning to major debates in the field, it explores the question
of whether it is ever 'just' to use violence for political ends; the concept of
'non-violence' in theory and practice; and debates over external intervention
(including the R2P debate, various 'soft' and 'hard' power approaches and
the role and efficacy of the UN). We then investigate key approaches in the
field - such as conflict prevention, conflict management, conflict resolution
and conflict transformation (and the relationship between these
approaches). The role that human security, human rights and international
law plays in such processes is also examined. The course then turns to the
relationship that conflict resolution has to peacekeeping, peace-enforcing
and post-conflict situations. Integral to these discussions is the application of
theory to case-studies such as Israel-Palestine, South Africa, Northern
Ireland, Afghanistan, Iraq East Timor, Sri Lanka and Rwanda. The final part
of the course assesses the future of conflict and conflict prevention.
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