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Course Description

This course provides a better understanding of the European Union and how
it operates, and reflects on how it can (or cannot) respond to the major
challenges facing the world today. It considers questions such as: How will
the European Union cope with these challenges? Will it be able to continue
building its strategic autonomy? Will it be able to offer Ukraine the support it
needs, both militarily and politically, in a landscape where voices are being
raised in both the Council and Parliament against enlargement? And how will
it pursue its own objectives? How can we respond to the challenge of
climate change, at a time when the Green Pact is being undermined by the
energy crisis and growing contestation from a section of the population and
the political class? The course discusses a new political sequence opening
up for the EU, with the renewal of its leadership and a new balance of power
in Parliament, and the context of this new configuration taking place against
a backdrop of unprecedented geopolitical tensions.
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