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Course Description

Empirically, this course deconstructs Lebanese political institutions and
culture as they relate to collective violence. It models the latter, and draws
out possible lessons that can be used to decipher other cases of turbulent
consociativity. From a theoretical point of view, Lebanon provides a
formidable laboratory in which to interrogate the definitions, categories and
theses of classical political science. Civil war, intercommunal tensions,
invasion and occupation, annexation, trusteeship and foreign intervention
are all notions of political violence observed in situ in Lebanon. More broadly
still, Weberian sociology of the state, Gellner's theory of the nation and
theories of social movements are profoundly challenged by the Lebanese
case. This course proposes a whole new approach to collective violence and
to institutional and political sociology, using Lebanon as a case study.
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