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Course Description

In a process of progressive construction of knowledge, fields, sources, and
methods of the history of contemporary worlds, initiation to the history of
the 19th century constitutes an essential first step. From the end of the
Congress of Vienna in 1815 to the outbreak of the Great War in 1914, this
course demonstrates how the 19th century was primarily the century of the
construction of nation-states. The affirmation of the principle of nationalities
and the right of peoples to self-determination was achieved through multiple
crises, revolutions, and military conflicts and new continental balances
emerge. The 19th century is also that of the dynamics and tensions of
industrial revolutions, in a new wave of globalization marked by an apogee
of imperialism. The program of this EU, in its chronological, spatial and
thematic definition, is specified each year within this general framework.
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