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Course Description

This course examines the comparative analysis of women's roles in politics
and the challenges they encounter in attaining positions of power within the
political arena. The seminar is split into two parts. The first part explores
various aspects of women's involvement in politics, such as the historical
struggle for women's suffrage, the gender gap in voting behavior, ideology,
and political involvement, and their variation across countries and time. The
second part focuses on various aspects of women's representation in
political institutions, including the challenges they face when seeking public
office, their portrayal in the media, their impact on political decision-making,
and the relationship between their presence and corruption. Additional
topics include the entry of women into politics and the degree of this
transformation varying across different countries and regions. Questions
covered include: what factors underlie these variations? Why have some
political systems successfully integrated women into politics while others lag
behind? Do men and women approach politics differently in terms of
understanding and engagement? Is there a disparity in political involvement
and aspirations between genders? Additionally, how has media coverage
affected female candidates? Furthermore, once in power, do women govern
differently from men?
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