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Course Description

This course equips students with basic research and analytical skills that are
needed to understand and respond to social policy problems. Its main focus
is on statistical data available in online databases that are widely used to
describe such problems and design policy solutions to them. Students learn
about major relevant databases for Ireland and the EU and receive guidance
and hands-on experience on how to access those databases, search through
them for data on specific social policy topics, select and extract particular
relevant indicators into Excel spreadsheets, present the data in graphs and
tables, and write brief descriptive commentaries on what the data reveal.
For illustrative purposes, the course focuses on unemployment as a
representative social problem and concentrates on analyzing that problem
and policy responses to it in Ireland and in the EU. A special focus is on the
impact of Covid-19 on the labor market and its effects on employment and
unemployment among younger cohorts in particular.
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