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Course Description

This course introduces students to a variety of sociological debates that
surround human body. It explores various theoretical perspectives of how
we experience and live in our bodies , including theories by Foucault, Elias,
Goffman, Judith Butler, and others. It focuses on the roles our bodies are
prescribed to, or play in our everyday interactions, how they are socially
constructed. The main topics of this course range from exploring the
mind/body relationship, the historical accounts of how attitudes to our
bodies have been changing, the politics of the body, including gender and
racial inequalities, disabilities, medicalization, and commodification of
bodies. Processes behind sexualization, ageing, and dying are also
discussed.
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