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Course Description

This course introduces the comparative study of civil wars and post-civil war
politics. Of various forms of political conflict, it focuses on civil wars (or intra-
state conflicts) as they account for over 95 percent of armed conflicts
around the world since the end of the Cold War. Drawing on cutting-edge
research, it covers six major topics in the field, such as the causes of civil
war onset, United Nations peacebuilding operations, and institutional
approaches to peacebuilding in civil war-torn countries. The course helps
students develop solid understanding and critical thinking about how deadly
conflict can be prevented and, if it occurs, what could be the effective ways
of managing the violence and building a sustainable peace in the aftermath
of conflict. 
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