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Course Description

This course considers how intrinsic war is to human nature (the
Hobbes/Rousseau debate), the causes and escalation of conflict, the conduct
of warfare, its physical manifestation and immediate outcomes. The focus is
on small-scale societies of prehistoric and recent date, using archaeological
information and ethnographies of conflict to study and define "primitive" war
as an anthropological phenomenon. The course takes a comparative,
evolutionary, and historical perspective, to look at the broader impact of war
and conflict in a sample of early and indigenous societies.
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