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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor.
The course is organized in two sections:

Section A: lectures that introduce students to the key conceptual tools.
This section analyzes the relationship between the countries of sub-Saharan
Africa and the international community within the framework of the
prevailing development issues in the following periods: independence and
the Cold War; Washington consensus; democratization; the third millennium;
and the new international consensus on 'stability' and 'security'.

Section B: seminar classes for in-depth discussions of the Part A framework
in view of a selection of country case-studies in sub-Saharan Africa, and for
debating the new research questions that will come to light during classes.
The main focus is the challenge of democracy in the 2000s: they are
examined considering the local and international political priorities, the
emphasis on security and the role of international cooperation policies.

At the end of the course, the student has acquired, in a critical manner and
with reference to international academic research literature, a good
knowledge of the political history of contemporary Africa in its international
dimension. In particular, the student is able to: A) analyze and discuss the
main elements of the political development and transformations of the
political systems of contemporary Africa considering the internal, regional,
and international context; B) analyze and discuss the main factors defining
the role and location of Africa in contemporary global politics and
international relations; C) analyze and evaluate empirically the development
strategies and governance reforms, also in relation to the role of the
international policies of the major donors; D) find and arrange documentary
and bibliographic sources using libraries, databases, and websites, and
organize, both verbally and by written essays, the knowledge acquired
during the course.
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