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Course Description

This course looks at the political, cultural, and religious translation
undergone by the Roman empire - and with it classical civilization - in Late
Antiquity (ca. 300-ca. 800). How did the monolithic late Roman state give
way to Germanic kingdoms in western Europe, and develop into the Greek-
speaking Byzantine empire of the eastern Mediterranean? And how did the
monotheistic religions, Christianity, and Islam, establish themselves and
impact politics and everyday life across the Mediterranean and Near East?
The central themes of the course are understanding the political
transformations of the period in relationship to profound social, cultural, and
religious change, and preparing students for specialized courses at a higher
level.
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