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Course Description

This course examines the sweeping changes in religious life in Europe
between the late Middle Ages and the 17th century. It concentrates on the
upheavals associated with the Protestant and Catholic Reformations (the
latter known also as the Counter-Reformation), but places these in a much
broader context, examining the role of religion in the social, cultural, and
political world of early modern Europe. The course does not treat religious
issues solely in theological or ecclesiastic terms, but also in terms of piety –
the "varieties of religious experience" Europeans had, and community – the
social and spiritual bonds formed by religion. It pays attention to the
"common folk" as much as to famous leaders, and looks for long-term shifts
behind the era’s revolutionary events
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