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Course Description

This course explores the making of contemporary Europe diachronically and
in a global context through four parts. It considers the plurality of “Europes”
that emerged in the postwar period, including the institutional evolution of
the European Communities and European Union, their challenges and their
achievements. It situates the development of regional cooperation
agreements within the global context of World War, decolonization, Cold
War, economic crises, globalization, the Soviet collapse, and the turmoil of
the early 21st century. It evaluates the the roles that different actors –
including multilateral organizations and multinational corporations – played
in shaping European governance. It equips students to apply this knowledge
to their own analyses of contemporary political debates, through readings,
discussions, and a capstone podcast project. 
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