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Course Description

The course focuses on North American literature (USA and Canada) written
in English, with a special emphasis on identity issues and the making of
"national" literatures. Classic and funding texts are compared to outline the
symbolic and mythological patterns that have shaped the US and the
Canadian realities, from the European colonization till the end of the 19th
century. In this class, literature is investigated through a constant dialogue
with other arts, including media, cinema, photography, and the visual arts.
The concepts of identity, memory, community, inner/outer landscape
constitute the thematic paradigms to approach the evolving mentalities
underpinning the evolution of complex identity processes in the so-called
New World. This course features a series of guest scholars to encourage the
dialogue between literature and civic society so to widen our knowledge of
learning and training opportunities available nationally or internationally.
The list of featured guests will be available when classes start. Students
learn the literary history of the period at stake; they acquire useful literary
tools to analyze fictional productions and question them in relation to the
complex and heterogeneous North American realities.
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