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Course Description

This course examines the political thought of tumultuous times in ancient
China covering the late Spring and Autumns (770-476 BC) and Warring State
(476-221 BC) periods. It focuses on the following questions: what is, for
ancient thinkers, the common good for All Under Heaven? How can the ruler
deliver good governance? What is the standard of political legitimacy? What
role do scholars play in political order? What is the relationship between
domestic and international order? How do all of these bear on the
understanding of human nature?
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