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Course Description

This course surveys the history of Europe and the Mediterranean world from
the 12th to the 15th centuries. The course takes thematic cross-sections
which enable students to understand not just the crucial events that shaped
the period (such as the Crusades, the fall of Constantinople, the Black
Death, the threat of Mongol invasions and popular rebellions), but also the
mentalities of the people who experienced them. The thematic structure of
tutorials allows comparison within each theme, covering not just Europe but
also the Byzantine and Islamic worlds. Possible themes may include political
structures, popular devotion, religious dissent, transmission of intellectual
thought, violence and warfare, marriage, childhood, the persecution of
minorities, assimilation and co-existence, and travel and exploration.
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