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Course Description

This course provides a concise historical overview of the Classical Hollywood
studio system from the introduction of sound (1927) to the rise of New
Hollywood (1967). It examines how studios controlled production, shaped
genres, enforced the Hays Code, and navigated political pressures—from
World War Il debates to the Hollywood blacklist. Attention is given to the
influence of European émigré filmmakers—such as Chaplin, Hitchcock,
Lubitsch, Lang, and Wilder—alongside overlooked voices like Dorothy
Arzner, Ida Lupino, and Oscar Micheaux. By revisiting recent scholarship, the
course questions the idea of a unified “Classical Hollywood style” and
considers how marginalized creators and genres challenge traditional
definitions of the Hollywood canon.
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