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Course Description

The course provides students with the sociological-empirical analysis of
societal phenomena, such as integration, acceleration, polarization,
fragmentation and social action, such as conflict, protest, critique, social
mobilization, and claims-making. It also introduces the students to a range
of methodological approaches to the study of society/social actors in
interaction with politics, law, and the economy. The course enhances the
student's capacity and skills to analyze society, social actors, and social
problems by using sociological and interdisciplinary instruments.

The course is divided into 3 parts:

In the first part, the course provides an introduction to political sociology, its
main sociological theories, concepts, and forms of analysis. Political
sociology will be explored through main themes including power and
authority, conflict in society, forms of mobilization, societal actors and civil
society, and interaction with state (and international/transnational)
institutions as well as economic actors.

In the second part, the course provides a specific (and critical) attention to
forms of (innovative) data gathering, measurement, ranking, the usage of
big data, and the potential downsides to the collection and uses of big data.
The course critically discusses formatting, codification, quantification,
measurement, rankings, forms of surveillance and control, performance
indicators, and auditing.

In the third part, the course explores specific case-studies around four
themes: Rule of law and democracy; Human rights, crime, surveillance, and
justice; Market economy, the digital world.
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