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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enroliment is by permission of the instructor.
The course deals with the study of the Aegean civilizations of the Bronze
Age (third and second millennium B.C.E). Lessons firstly deal with geography
and history of the researches; then with the Cycladic civilization; the Cretan
sites and the different paths that brought about the formation of the first
Minoan palaces; the impact of the Cretan civilization outside the island and
on the Greek mainland communities; and eventually the Mycenaean
civilization, with the analysis of a few key-sites, such as Lerna, Mycenae,
Tiryns, and Pylos. Last but not least, attention is given to the causes and
long-lasting factors that brought about the decline and eventual collapse of
the Mycenaean palatial states.

At the end of the seminar, students are able to interpret issues related to
specific historical phenomena in a diachronic and transversal perspective
within the Aegean Bronze Age framework, thought the elaboration and
synthesis of the data coming from the analysis of written records and
material sources and from the collective debate originated from the contact
with other people, especially the civilizations originating in the Near East
and Anatolia. They are able to formulate autonomously and in an organized
way a research path or an intellectual work, using the specific acquired tools
with methodological rigor, precision, and accuracy.
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