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Course Description

This course examines the ways in which contemporary practices of visual
communication are being reshaped by digital media. It provides an overview
of the digitization of key visual media such as photography, cinema and
video, and addresses the social and political implications of the growing use
of digital networks as primary forms for the distribution and consumption of
images. Students will engage with key issues for 21st century media
industries including: how professional organizations such as news media and
institutions such as courts deal with the changing ground for claims to truth
and realism by media such as photography, film and video; the implications
of photo-sharing and social networking websites as new cultural forms for
the circulation of images; the blurring of lines between amateur and
professional media production, and the growing use of visual communication
by activists and NGOs.
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