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Course Description

The course situates Chaucer’s exceptionally diverse canon within the literary
and historical contexts that produced them, while also considering how
archival discoveries and fresh theoretical approaches make possible new
understandings (or at times misunderstandings) of the medieval author and
his works. Given the increasingly diverse and global readership of Chaucer’s
work in 21st centuries, it is unsurprising that these works elicit such varied
and often contradictory responses. As readers of Chaucer in the 21st
century, students are encouraged and supported to develop their own voice
and critical skills, and it is not expected that they have extensive previous
experience with medieval literature.
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