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Course Description

This course considers the issues of the contemporary world, in the light of
the historical experiences of the last century and the current century. It is
based on political history in the broadest sense, including social and
cultural, economic and environmental issues, and informed by the work of
other social sciences. The angle adopted focuses on the tensions between
the quest for equality, the persistence and reconstruction of hierarchies, and
the vigor of emancipation movements. These themes are addressed at the
level of individuals, groups and states, in both domestic and international
contexts, in close connection with the issues of violence, wars, and conflicts
that punctuated the “short twentieth century”. Particular attention is paid to
the global dimension of these phenomena, in the so-called “North” and
“South” countries, before and after decolonization. The methodology
emphasizes the reading and analysis of primary historical sources.
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