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Course Description

Since Tocqueville's pioneering research in the 1830s, comparisons between
France and the United States have proliferated, often accompanied by
certain myths and oversimplifications. This course builds on these
comparative studies by offering an in-depth examination of the national
institutions and political systems of the two countries. Through the lens of
political sociology, this course delves into the roles, characteristics, and
expertise of political professionals who live “for” and “off” politics: elected
officials, top civil servants, political staffers, etc. By integrating
interdisciplinary perspectives and employing diverse methodological
approaches, the course takes a close look at the diversity of political work,
focusing on the key similarities and differences between the two nations.
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